368	THE UNIONIST DECLINE
returned. In the following July President Loubet and Delcass£
came to London, and were very warmly received. As a direct
result of their visit an Anglo-French Arbitration Treaty was
signed on 14 October. The main treaty still needed a winter's
negotiation, in which Lord Cromer bore an influential part. It
was signed on 8 April 1904, and dealt with Newfoundland, West
Africa, Egypt, Morocco, Siam, Madagascar, and the New
Hebrides.1
In England it had only one adverse critic—the Germanophil
Lord Rosebery.2 As it ceded territory, the government sub-
mitted a bill to parliament, following the precedent set by Lord
Salisbury over the cession of Heligoland, and thereby virtually
abrogating an old prerogative of the monarch. In France it also
received parliamentary ratification, though there it was a good
deal censured by the leading colonial politicians. Its most im-
mediate effects were seen in Egypt. It struck off the shackles
which had hitherto cramped the great work of Gromer, and
enabled the country's financial system to be changed (by a
Khedivial decree) for its very great advantage. It made the
Egyptian question cease to be an international problem. But in
so doing it snapped the invisible leading-strings in which Ger-
many since 1882 had held Great Britain. Bismarck's successors
came to feel the loss of this hold all the more, perhaps, because
hitherto they had too much taken it for granted.
Three influences soon caused the Entente (as it was now regu-
larly termed) to become much closer, and to assume aspects of
active co-operation. One—the most fundamental so far as
England was concerned—was the alarming growth of the Ger-
man fleet. Already in March 1903 the Balfour government had
significantly decided to create a northern base for battleships at
Rosyth. We have seen how in the following year Sir John Fisher,
as first sea lord, began to shift the fighting weight of the British
navy towards home waters. As soon as this involved reducing
the Mediterranean fleet it necessitated becoming sufficiently
intimate with France to entrust the French navy with the Medi-
terranean. A second influence in the same direction was the
Russo-Japanese war (8 February 1904-23 August 1905). Para-
1	Text in British Documents, ii (1927), 402-7.
2	Gf. D. Lloyd George, War Memoirs, i (1933), I and 5; Lord Crcwe, Lord
Rosebery (1931), ii. 581. Rosebery denied GermanopHlism, but his past was full
of it.

